Dear Students,
I hope students are enjoying viewing Gone with the Wind, and that many students will be posting a video by 11.59 PM on Friday.  The name I gave to the flipgrid link erroneously included the words History 190 rather than History 103.  The link that I provided is in fact for our 103 class, so click on it and present an interesting video on Gone with the Wind.  Even those students who have already presented a video for this class during the semester are free to post a video about the movie, and there is no ten-person limit on the number of students who can present.
There is one more written assignment, due by 11.59 PM on Monday, May 17.  Students will be writing about the following reading:

James McPherson, The War that Forged a Nation. Why the Civil War Still Matters.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2015.  Chapter 11, “Lincoln’s Legacy for Our Time,” pp. 160-72.

McPherson’s title is somewhat misleading.  His chapter is actually about what the Civil War meant for people in the North and also for people abroad during the years it was fought.

Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation in September of 1862.  It stated that slaves in those states that were in rebellion were freed, effective January 1, 1863.  Slaves in states that had not seceded from the Union were freed by the Thirteenth Amendment, after the Civil War was over.
By the time of the Proclamation, it was clear that the Civil War was being fought to end slavery.  Lincoln did not originally bring the North into war against the South to end slavery, however.  The original war aim was to put down the rebellion of states that had seceded from the Union.  Lincoln would have had a hard time raising a large army of volunteers to fight the South if he had said from the start that the war would be fought to end slavery.
Many people in the North who were opposed to slavery did not care all that much about the slaves.  They were worried, rather, about the competition unpaid labor could pose to their own labor.  Slave labor would bring down the wages of free labor.  That – and not concern for black people – was what had motivated many in the North to oppose slavery’s spread into new states.

We have already seen how, after the war, Lincoln’s Vice President, Andrew Johnson, basically betrayed the North’s victory, by leaving most blacks in the South in deplorable conditions, dependent on their masters who were happy to be able to continue exploiting them.  Even during the war, it was hard to keep everyone on board for the task of defeating the South.  The commander of the Union Army of the Potomac, Major General George B. McClellan, stalled a major attack on the South for so long that he eventually had to be relieved of his post by Lincoln.  It was only when Grant finally occupied the position McClellan had held that the North could use its formidable army to actually win the war.  McClellan went on to become the Democratic candidate facing Lincoln in the presidential race of 1864, running on a more accommodating position towards the slaveholding South.
Not only in the North were there people who weren’t all that concerned about the welfare of the slaves, or even about the North’s winning the war against the South.  There were plenty of people in other countries who were actually hoping for a Southern victory in the conflict.

There were nevertheless enough people in the North whose heart was in the battle for the North to prevail.  In your paper, you are to explore, on the basis of the chapter assigned, what the war meant to people in the North and to people living in other countries.  You are to write towards the bottom of page two but can continue on to the top of page three if you wish.

Best wishes,   Joseph Cartolano

